There was also at the same time a national offering of money to be used for the benefit of any charitable institutions they might wish to assist, and a large proportion of the two sums?exceeding a million marks? "Was devoted to the work of the Victoria House and Nursing School. The these gratuities have ceased to be awarded, and it is intended that a certificate of training upon conditions to be hereafter determined will be granted." "With respect to the changes that have taken place in the organisation of the nursing staff of the hospital and in the school for nurses so closely connected with it since the whole of the wards, except the two assigned to paying patients, were opened for the reception of the ordinary class of patients, the committee endorse the statement of the matron that u So far, we trust that we have kept to the principles inculcated by Miss Nightingale, and that we are entitled to feel that our nurses, when they leave us, have received such a training as she would approve." They also desire to record their sense of the value of the services rendered to the school by Miss Gordon.
RESIGNATION OF TWO MATRONS.
The governors of Addenbrooke's Hospital have received with the deepest regret the intimation that Miss Cureton has come to the conclusion that she can no longer discharge to her own satisfaction the arduous duties of matron, and will therefore resign her post in October. It is twenty years since Miss Cureton first became connected with Addenbrooke's, where she was trained. During the period she has held the post of matron she has enjoyed the entire confidence of the governors, and has always been greatly esteemed by the nursing staff. Miss Griffiths, matron of Lambeth Infirmary for many years, has resigned her appointment, and this resignation will also take effect in October.
We regret to say that Miss Griffiths felt compelled to take this step in consequence of indifferent health. For several winters she has been laid up for some time with bronchitis, and last winter she was not able to discharge her duties as formerly. At the meeting of the Lambeth Board of Guardians last week Captain Andrew moved that the resignation be received with the very greatest regret, and Mrs. Despard, who seconded, said that Miss Griffiths had been the best officer it was possible to have. The motion was unanimously adopted, and the matter was referred to the Infirmary Committee to consider the amount of the retiring allowance which should be made. No Hitch Throughout the Rush.
The superintendent and the directress deserve ample credit for the orderly manner in which the work was conducted, not one hitch occurring throughout the rush. As they were responsible to physicians and surgeons for maintaining the best possible service, they necessarily had to bear the greatest burden, and the result showed their executive qualities to be of a very high order.
IRursing at a Cottage Tbospital in IRortb (Serman?.
By an English Sister.
In May I was sent to a small cottage hospital belonging to our Red Cross. Society, in a country village. It was most beautiful weather when I arrived, the Monday before Whitsuntide, and on reaching the station I was delighted to notice how pretty it seemed all round. We went a short cut, past a large dairy, and in less than three minutes I saw a well-kept garden with nice trees, which half hid a very pretty red brick house, over the front door of which I observed a large red cross on white stone, and knew at once that I had arrived at my destination.
The Nurse's Room.
After a kind welcome I was taken to my room, and was surprised to see how well ventilated it was, in such an out-of-the-way place. It was very lofty, and the high windows were so made that the top could be opened on the slanting system. There was also a good-sized ventilator over the door.
This and the charming freshness of the apartment were most pleasing. The The off-duty time is two consecutive hours before 8 p.m., and one hour from 9 to 10 p.m., so that the staff nurses and probationers are four hours out of the wards. They are off duty one half-day a week from 7 a.m. to 1 2 p.m., when they have breakfast in bed; or from 2 to 10 P.M.? with late leave when asked for ; also a whole day a month. On Sundays they are off duty from 10 a.m. to 1 P.M., 2 to 6 P.M., or 6 to 10 P.M., giving them time to go to church. Prayers .are said in the hospital! chapel every morning and evening, and all the nurses and maids attend."
And holidays ?" " Fifteen days at the end of the first year, and on tha completion of their second year probationers to have a month's holiday, which some of them take, by permis- Then there was the treatment of frost bite, another catchy question, but one which we were able to answer easily, as we had all had practical experience in nursing it. In fact we were so much in it, that one nurse carried her treatment as far as amputation, which was certainly a bold step for a nurse, who must " never diagnose and never prescribe," to make. We did not hear the results of the examinations for a week after, and it was a happy ending to our suspense when the superintendent told us that we had all passed and were to receive our medals and diplomas from the President of the Board of Directors in a week or two. Graduation day arrived, and after the presentations, speeches were made in which we were referred to as a most wonderful class of nurses, and of course we believed all the pretty things that were said?as they were addressed to us. One of the doctors said that-our only fault was that we drank too much tea; of course we were indignant, and two nurses made a resolution to give up tea and coffee for a week, just to show that they could if they wanted to do so. I was one of them, and can speak from experience of how we suffered. I was working in the theatre at the time, and it happened to be the week that the Annual Exhibition was held in town. This always meant accidents coming in and a very busy time generally, but especially so for the theatre nurses. We were often up late at night, and when at last the work was done and the theatre cleaned up and tidy we used.to go down to the ward kitchen, where a sympathetic night supervisor would have a dainty little meal for us, with an inviting cup of tea or coffee to raise our drooping spirits. That week, of course, I had to refuse and content myself with cold milk or water. We both had, or imagined we had, headaches every day, and felt completely, miserable; so that when the week was over and we had proved how strong-minded we were, we invited quite a party to help us partake of our first cup of tea?and certainly never before or since did a simple cup of tea taste quite so delicious.
In Charge of a Ward.
After my theatre and maternity training were over I was put in charge of the men's ward. As this was the same ward that I had started in as a probationer three years before, it was very pleasant to me to take charge of it, and in my turn to train probationers. I never forgot to tell them, as I had been told, that they were to "always remember they were my nurses and to do me credit wherever they went." Six months after I graduated I decided to leave the hospital, but it was with a very heavy heart that I bade good-bye to the nurses, wards, home it has provoked among all classes, and the general sympathy for the Royal Families of both England and Germany, is mingled thankfulness that her Imperial Majesty has been released from sufferings which had often been continuous. Though borne with fortitude, and indeed without complaint, it is no secret that at times they were almost more than she could endure.
The end came swiftly?so swiftly that the German Emperor was only just in time to say farewell to his mother, and too suddenly to make it possible for the King to reach his sister while she was alive. The nation will share his Majesty's regret that this last satisfaction was denied to him.
There will always be differences of opinion as to the part the Empress, a woman of remarkable mental power and high courage, played in the great world of politics; but there are none as to the exceeding nobility of her private life. In all works of mercy, in all efforts to promote the well-being of society in the Fatherland, and especially in every movement for the benefit of her sex, she was foremost, finding time and opportunity, while not neglecting her duties as wife, mother, and Empress, to fulfil as far as possible the high ideals she had formed as the result of her splendid training and the magnificent example always before her. If she had not been in a Royal position she might easily have become a very successful artist. At fifteen she made a drawing called " The Battlefield," which was sold for the benefit of the widows and orphans of the soldiers who fell in the Crimea, and fetched 500 guineas. In the last week of her life she was engaged in sketching a pedestal for her husband's monument.
Countless stories illustrating the gracious manner and kindness of heart of the Empress are told and will be told. Yet, perhaps, nothing more characteristic can be cited than the account of her reception of one of the numerous deputations of school children who went to inquire about the health of her husband when he was ill.
One day more than forty little girls of a public elementary ? school, none of them more than nine or ten years old, attired in their best clothes and escorted by their teacher, arrived . at Charlottenburg to give the Emperor the pleasure of receiving some flowers they had bought ? for him with their scanty pocket-money. They consisted of some fresh and fragrant lilies of the valley, his favourite flower, arranged in a tasteful little basket, which the children presented to the Empress outside the palace. Her Majesty then invited the master and three of the girls inside, handed the gift to a lackey for the Emperor, and disappeared with him for a little while. On her return she told the master and his deputation that she had given the flowers to the Emperor, "who had been extremely touched and pleased at the offering, and had requested her to thank the little donors most cordially for their beautiful present." This message, as may be imagined, caused immense enthusiasm amongst the children. The Empress Frederick then talked to the master for a little while on educational matters, and finally very graciously dismissed him and his charges. Even in the midst of her anxiety about her beloved consort, her Majesty would not neglect the interests, nor spoil the pleasure, of others. There was nothing of self-absorption about her. From first to last she recognised to the full extent the responsibilities of her exalted station, and discharged them, not only conscientiously, but with care that her mode of performing them should be appreciated. The whole world is the poorer for her departure.
Those who travelled in Norway a good many years ago have been heard to remark that the Norwegian folks were so honest that it would be quite safe for a man who found himself too hot to hang his coat over the.hedge on his outward journey, knowing that he could pick it up as he returned. Judging by an adventure which befell the German Emperor when he was there lately, even the influx of foreigners does not appear to have spoilt the simple nature of the Norwegian peasantry. Proceeding from Gudwangen to Stalheim, the Kaiser drove himself in a carriole. Apparently he did this without gloves, and when the groom was cleaning the chaise after he found a ring at the bottom. His Majesty had evidently not discovered his loss, but the man took the treasure trove to the hotel keeper, who restored it to its owner.
The next day the Royal visitor drove back to Gudwangen, and on alighting presented the coachman with a 50-kroner note as a reward, but the latter refused the gift, saying that not he, but the groom at Stalheim, had found the ring. Struck with the prompt honesty of the man, the Emperor insisted upon his retaining it, and at the same time gave a duplicate for the groom, saying, " I was extremely glad to have got my ring back again, for it was my engagement ring." You probably know that abroad betrothal rings are nearly always exchanged between the happy pair, and that they are valued almost as much as marriage rings. 
